
Recovering from Summer 

Heat Stress 
By: Brianna Bond, M.S., P.A.S.  

 I certainly love the white blanket of winter, 

the fresh promise of spring, and the beautiful 

bounty of summer, but fall is my favorite time of 

the year. The fall takes the best of all of the       

seasons and combines them. As these hot days of 

summer are hopefully coming to a close and will 

allow us to enjoy cooler weather with full silos 

and grain bins, it is important to remember that the 

effects of heat stress on our animals often last long 

after the final heat wave.  Lameness, poor          

reproduction, low milk production efficiency, and      

increased health challenges are some carryover  

effects observed in previously heat-stressed      

animals. 

 While we can’t control the heat of the    

summer, there are nutritional and management 

strategies we can put into place to help              

heat-stressed animals recover.  Cows begin to    

experience heat stress at a Temperature Humidity 

Index (THI) of 68, so don’t discontinue your heat 

abatement practices such as misters, fans, or feed 

additives too soon.  This applies to your dry cows 

as well.  When dry cows are cooled, they become 

transition cows with stronger immune systems and 

produce healthier calves. 

During heat waves an undesirable cooling 

mechanism is for cows to increase standing time in 

order to shed body heat.  This can lead to hoof   

related problems such as claw lesions.  To help 

avoid lameness problems, take a close look at cow 

comfort and ways in which lying time can be     

increased such as deep-bedding stalls and avoiding 

over crowding.   

Another important component in preventing 

lameness is to focus on ruminal health and    

avoiding incidences of ruminal acidosis. At the  

nutritional level, this can be achieved by including 

adequate levels of digestible fiber and rumen  

buffers in the  ration. At the farm, keep the bunks 

full to avoid slug feeding and provide ample bunk 

space. Throughout the fall, as animals are           

recovering from heat stress, we want to continue 

to place emphasis on appropriate levels of          

digestible fiber and physically effective fiber to 

repair damage the rumen may have suffered due to 

heat stress.  

Recovery from summer heat stress does 

take time, but with a plan in place, we can get 

cows back on track for a solid lactation.  
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Check out our 

website at www.brownsfeeeds.com 



“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

 

F E E D  S C O O P  

Keith Wills 
Vice President of Sales 

 We are pleased to    

introduce Keith Wills, our 

new Vice President of Sales 

and Business Development 

Keith joined us in April and he 

has become a valued member of our leadership team. 

Keith has years of experience in the poultry industry 

where he learned about the very important role that 

feed has on animal health, development and overall 

well-being.  We recruited Keith because of his 25+ 

years of experience managing sales, marketing and 

customer service — and because of his proven general 

business management expertise.  Keith is helping us to 

grow and keep up with changing times.  Keith enjoys 

working closely with our employees as we work to  

develop new products and services designed to meet 

the ever changing needs of our dairy and poultry     

customers. He is expanding our product lines for the 

equine industry in order to serve stable owners with 

higher performance horse feeds.    

 Our number one goal has always been to      

produce top quality feeds and to provide the best     

possible customer service.  Keith is working alongside 

our employees to ensure that we stay focused on that 

goal.  We want to help you maximize the use of your 

forages, supplemented with our custom formulated 

feeds, in order for you to achieve the best possible  

outcomes in both animal health and production and to 

do so in the most economical way.  Keith's leadership 

will ensure that we stay focused on that goal. 

 Keith says, "I'm extremely happy to be able to 

work with the Brown family and the other members of 

the Brown's Feeds sales team, and I look forward to    

contributing in every way I can to continue their fine  

tradition -- and to build upon it.  If any of our          

customers have suggestions, questions, or concerns, I 

hope they will reach out to me for assistance."  Keith 

and his wife have lived in the Lehigh Valley area for 9 

years.  He enjoys sports, especially outdoors sports, 

and he enjoys interacting with what he calls 'down to 

earth' people. Keith is a great fit for our business and 

our customers! 

 Please join us in welcoming Keith to the 

Brown's Feeds Team. 

Tom Brown, President 

Brown's Feeds 

Senior Division (Ages 13-17) 

First Place: A.J. Wanner                    

Honey Brook, PA 

Second Place: Zoe Lockburner           

Newton, NJ 

Junior Division (Ages 8-12) 

First Place: Alexis Butler                   

Pine Grove, PA 

Second Place: Shelby Myers           

Gardners, PA 

Pictured is Alexis Butler with her heifer calf 

Gianna Grupp 
        Equine Sales & Business 

Development 
Gianna grew up in Columbus New 

Jersey where she spent most of her 

life involved with horses and other       

livestock. She started riding and   

showing multiple disciplines at a 

young age while being heavily involved with 4H and 

FFA. Gianna graduated from Delaware Valley College 

with an Associates Degree in Business Administration 

and a B.S. in Large Animal Science with a             

Concentration in Equine Management.  While in     

college she worked with a variety of horses from     

racing, to breeding, to showing. After graduation 

Gianna went on to manage and ride for an international 

show jumping rider in Wellington  Florida for three 

years and oversaw all of the care those horses needed. 

Gianna is still very involved with the horse showing 

circuit and sport horse breeding with her own horses. 

4-H & FFA Essay Contest Results 



Horse Feed Updates! 
We’ve recently formulated some new additives into our 12% Top Horse, Ultra Horse, Nu-Life      

Senior Horse and Nutri-Blend.  Check out the info below!  

Availa 4 is a highly bioavailable trace mineral package comprised of organic zinc, manganese, copper 

and cobalt. These trace minerals are required for functions like reproduction, growth & development 

of muscles, immunity, fiber digestion, energy metabolism and skin and hoof integrity.  

Diamond V XPC is a yeast culture that has research-proven benefits including: optimization of         

immunity and health, improved digestibility, enhanced performance, and quicker recovery from work 

and exercise. 

FALL HORSE MANAGEMENT TIPS 

By:  Gianna Grupp 
 VACCINATIONS & GENERAL HEALTH 

CHECK: Fall and Spring are good times to         

vaccinate horses, and a great time for an overall 

wellness check with your Veterinarian. The   

American Association of Equine Practitioners 

(AAEP) has identified four core vaccines with    

recommended seasonal administration as follows: 

Tetanus and Rabies in the Fall; and West Nile and 

Eastern/Western Encephalomyelitis in the Spring. 

 Other vaccines that may be recommended 

depending upon climate, your horse’s activity level 

(such as trail riding and horse showing) and         

different environments they may be exposed to are: 

Botulism, given annually, generally in the Fall;   

Potomac Horse Fever (PHF), given annually,     

generally in the Spring; and Equine Herpesvirus 

(EHV, commonly known as Rhino or EHV ¼) and 

Influenza vaccines, given semiannually. 

 PASTURE MANAGEMENT AND          

PREPARING FOR WINTER:  With cold, wet 

weather right around the corner, Fall is a good time 

to prepare the ground for cold weather stress and to 

ensure adequate grass growth in the Spring.  Spread 

manure and/or fertilizers.  Have a sacrifice field or 

set up temporary fencing within the paddock to   

create a sacrifice area. Rotate fields and allow grass 

to rest. Re-route surface water run-off to address 

mud and dust issues.  Ditches, grassy swales, dry 

wells, water diversion bars and culverts are all    

useful means for diverting water away from       

confinement areas and barns. 

 BARN PREPARATION:  Since your barns 

may not have been used as much during Spring and 

Summer, Fall is a great time to go through to check 

and confirm that everything is in good working   

order before Winter weather hits.  Make sure that 

aisle and stall lights are working and replace bulbs 

as needed; check water faucet seals to make sure 

there are no leaks; take care of any barn door repairs 

that are needed; and check your tractors and other 

equipment required for moving manure to make 

sure they’re in good working order. 

 HORSE SHEETS AND BLANKETS:  

Check for any necessary repairs or re-waterproofing 

needs and get this taken care of so that you are   

prepared ahead of time in the event they are needed. 

 FORAGE STORAGE:  With pasture grazing 

coming to an end, Fall is the perfect time to stock 

up on hay!  While this may vary depending upon 

the horse’s body score, level of activity and other 

feeds/supplements they may be consuming, a horse 

will typically consume approximately 2-2.5% of its 

body weight in hay per day.  To get ready for    

Winter, clean up your hay storage area by removing 

dust, dirt and cobwebs. Then, after checking for 

mold, dark spots or dampness, move your current 

hay supply to the front (so that it will be used first).  

We recommend stocking up on hay early to avoid 

the shortages of high quality hay that have been  

experienced in prior years. 

Check us out on Facebook and LinkedIn  
Like us on Facebook to be entered in a drawing to win a 

free bag of feed!  2 winners will be drawn on November 1st 

and messaged on Facebook! 



FM Brown’s Sons, Inc. 

PO Box 67 

Birdsboro, PA 19508 
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Contact us at 610-582-2741 or email us at                                        

fmbfeed@brownsfeeds.com 

Save the Date  
Brown’s 2020 Dairy Customer Meeting 

Shady Maple Smorgasbord 

February 26th, 2020  

More info to follow! 

October 
Keep an eye out for 

our October 2019 

Cheesebox special! 

New Referral Program 
Receive a $200 credit after referral’s 2nd order! 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________________ 

Referred By:_____________________________________ 


